CHAPTER TWENTY

CONCLUSION

IN this concluding chapter we proceed from the particular to
the general to emphasize the varied points of comparison
and of contrast, and to summarize and assess the principal
elements of Dominion democracy. We return indeed to the
theme of our opening chapter, inheritance and environment,
for in these dual influences are the dynamic political forces
of the countries concerned. Dominion -democracy is es-
sentially modern British parliamentarism moulded by the
diverse physical and social circumstances of countries scat-
tered widely in the world and colonized mainly in the last
century and a half.

Geography and history have created in these states
marked distinctions. Democracy in South Africa, for ex-
ample, is not precisely the same thing as democracy in
Australia, for it pertains only to a racial minority among
the inhabitants of* the Union and is troubled by its own
lack of comprehension. South Africa is also more haunted
by history than any other Dominion, disturbed by the
memories of old disputes and grim situations which linger
into the politics of the present. Confronted by the clash
in culture and interest between a dominant white minority
and a subordinate black majority and by the conflict of
nationalities within the - bosom of the white population itself,
its government often operates in an atmosphere of intense
and singular passion. It has about it a sense of suspense
and an air of the precarious. In the African continent
democracy faces a threatening environment far less congenial
to the growth of those radiant hopes which inspired the
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